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The Falmouth Gazette was Maine’s first newspaper.  It was published weekly at 

Portland beginning on New Year’s Day, 1785.  At the time, Portland was part of 

Falmouth on Casco Bay (to distinguish it from Falmouth on Cape Cod) in the 

state of Massachusetts.  When Portland split off from Falmouth the following 

year, the name of the newspaper was changed to the Cumberland Gazette. 

William Wooldridge donated a worn but very legible copy of the four-page 

newspaper to the Falmouth Historical Society in 2021. 

 

  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



 


